Personal email: luismatos@europe.com
Institutional email: osmthu@mail.com

DECLARATION
I, Luis Carlos de Matos, in Ecclesia Mons. Flammula Veritatis, in Ordine Eques a Flammula
Veritatis, Chancellor of the Ordo Supremus Militaris Templi Hierosolimitani Universalis in my
individual capacity as a Knight of the Order and Bishop of the Old Templar Church, declare that
I accept the plea by Fr+ Timothy Bryant Jones to ensure that the upcoming election for the
position of Master of the branch of the Order that Fr+ Jones is a part of is fair, transparent and
legitimate according to regulations and autonomous will of the voters in said election. I declare
that I am fully independent of the said branch since I am a High Officer of the OSMTHU and I
have no personal gain on the outcome of the election.
I am willing to establish a simple voting rule that is agreeable to those participating, determine
the electoral calendar, certify voters according to the procedure and collect votes, count them
and publish the results in full transparency, as God may guide me.
By acting independently, I hope I can help the participating Grand Priories to find their best
leadership for the position of Master, without external interference.
The proposition that each Templar national organization – each Grand Priory – is autonomous
and free to establish international bonds with other like-minded national structures and
formulate platforms of understanding is a fundamental principle of modern Templarism.
National Grand Priories may freely elect and recognize their international leadership that should
be respected as long as electoral procedures are lawful, free, transparent and democratic.
I accept the plea, reaffirming the following facts, that become the underlying foundation for my
acceptance:
FOUNDATION
1. The Grand Priories that desire to elect a Grand Master are part of the OSMTJ (Ordre Souverain
et Militaire du Temple de Jerusalem), following the lineage of Zdrojewski, Lamirand and
Haimovici-Hastier.
2. Nicolas Haimovici-Hastier remains the Guardian of the Templar Faith and Regent of the whole
of the OSMTJ, having that position since 1994. The very nature of the Regent position in the
Order – furthermore one of Guardian of the Faith - determines that it is not replaceable, it is not
of an electoral nature, it can only cease by self-resignation or death and is not subject to the
Master since, according with Tradition, while the master is vested with the [executive] Power by
those who elected him/her, the Regent has the Authority of the Order. These do not overlap.
3. By electing a Master, the Grand Priories of the OSMTJ elect the executive head of the OSMTJ,
with power over all the Grand Priories that participate in the election, under the Statutes and the
Rule.
4. For an election to be legitimate all participating electors have to know beforehand what are
the electoral rules and calendar; all qualifying candidates have to be able to present their
candidature; all voters have to have the opportunity to cast their vote; the results should be
verifiable and accepted by all candidates.
5. It is clear that by means of point 4., the “election” of any “master” that didn’t follow these
points was illegitimate and, therefore, cannot be taken in consideration as valid.
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6. It is explicitly my understanding that the “election” simulated by Ronald Mangum in 2020,
not following any of the above mentioned points, comprehensively and willingly failing to qualify
as legitimate according to OSMTJ rules, places Mr. Mangum and junta irretrievably outside the
OSMTJ as an organization. For that reason, this is not a topic of concern for the present
procedure.
7. The OSMTHU is an entirely different branch of the Order and is in no way involved as an
organization in the current electoral procedure. The OSMTHU branch originated in 1945 (preFontes era) and follows its own electoral procedure for the election of its Master since 1999. In
2019 the OSMTHU signed a Cultural Exchange Treaty with OSMTJ Regent Haimovici-Hastier that
still stands and does not include any subset of the OSMTJ that emerged from the events
characterized in point 6. above; the OSMTHU had its Elections performed in 2021 that resulted
in the re-election of Master Antonio Paris for a further 5-year term. Master Paris remains in his
position presiding over the OSMTHU Magisterial Council, of which I am the Grand Chancellor.

The above mentioned 7. points form the basis of my willingness to help the OSMTJ branch of the
Order to find an orderly way back to the Templar rule.

THEREFORE, I DECLARE
A group of Grand Priors of the OSMTJ, representing their Grand Priories, declare the wish to elect
in their autonomy and among themselves a governing Grand Master and request my help as an
Independent Auditor to set the electoral procedure, count the votes and proclaim the result.
In the most humble expectation that the Order may prosper and that all contributions to bring
leadership and a contribution to reconciliation are expected from a true Knight Templar, after
careful consideration and consulting with my peers, I accept the plea for the Glory of the Most
High and establish the following
PROCEDURES
1. Legitimacy
It is a fundamental principle of modern times that any autonomous national organization of any
nature is free to choose how to organize internationally with others of similar mind and aims
and elect its leadership under the principles of justice, transparency and total freedom of action.
For that reason, any legitimate Grand Priory may associate with any other like-minded
legitimate Grand Priories in an international organization, becoming a fully legitimate and
autonomous branch of the Templar Order.
These Grand Priories are free to democratically elect their leadership and form of governance.
Having come from the OSMTJ lineage, they are free to add any acronym or designation to avoid
confusion with others, if they so wish, always keeping their legitimacy and chosen rule of law.
2. Electoral College
The Electoral College is composed by the Grand Priors of the:
Grand Priory of Argentina
Grand Priory of Australia
Grand Priory of Belgium
Grand Priory of Brazil
Grand Priory of Canada
Grand Priory of Colombia
Grand Priory of Costa Rica
Grand Priory of Cuba
Grand Priory of Ecuador
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Grand Priory of England and Wales
Grand Priory of Hong Kong
Grand Priory of Ireland
Grand Priory of Italy
Grand Priory of Lebanon
Grand Priory of Mexico
Grand Priory of Pakistan
Grand Priory of Peru
Grand Priory of Portugal
Grand Priory of Puerto Rico
Grand Priory of Spain
Grand Priory of Taiwan
Grand Priory of the United States
As the Auditor I hold the list of names of the Grand Priors.
To be able to vote, the Grand Prior has to request a Voting Certificate that will be issued by the
Auditor, certifying that the individual Grand Prior represents the Grand Priory, according to the
list previously supplied.
The Voting Certificate can be requested by email to the Auditor (luismatos@europe.com). Only
voters with the valid certificate can cast a valid vote.
Each Grand Priory represents one vote.
3. Candidates
All Grand Priors with a Voting Certificate can also present their candidature for the position of
Grand Master. The candidature should be sent to the Auditor (luismatos@europe.com) by stating
their name, Grand Priory, nationality and contacts (email, telephone number and postal address).
The Grand Master elect shall be the candidate with more valid votes.
4. Calendar
The Electoral Calendar shall be the following:
April 3, 2022
April 3 to April 8, 2022
April 3 to April 8, 2022
April 9, 2022
April 11 to April 15, 2022
April 16, 2022
April 17, 2022

Declaration
Voters Request Voting Certificates
Candidates Present their Candidatures
Name of the Candidates is Announced
Reception of Votes
Vote Counting
Easter Sunday – New Grand Master is Announced

5. Communications
All communications with the Auditor should be made to luismatos@europe.com

I wish all voters and candidates a fair and encouraging election. The Order deserves your
commitment and service. Not for your Glory.

Given in Sintra, Portugal, the 2nd day of April 2022
Luis de Matos, Eques a Flammula Veritatis
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