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BULA "AD EA EX QUIBUS CULTUS AUGEATUR" BY POPE JOHN 
XXII FOR WHICH HE INSTITUTED THE KNIGHT ORDER OF OUR 
LORD JESUS CHRIST 
 
On March 14, 1319, by the bull Ad ea ex quibus, Pope John XXII, instituted the Order of 
Cavalry of Christ, thus acceding, after long years of negotiations, to the claims of D. Dinis to 
maintain in his kingdom a military religious order with a mission identical to that of the 
suspended Order of the Temple. In the new militia, D. Dinis will incorporate the knights, the 
assets and privileges that belonged to the Portuguese Templars. 
  
The Order of the Temple in Portugal is thus continued, under the name and insignia of the 
Knights of Our Lord Jesus Christ, much like the original name with which the Order of the 
Templars was born in Jerusalem: the Poor Knights of Christ. 
  
The headquarters of the new order will initially be in Castro Marim, at the mouth of the 
Guadiana and on the border with Al-Andaluz. About seventy years later, the Order of Christ 
returns to the Castle of Tomar to constitute its second and definitive seat there. 
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