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THE GLOBAL FORUM 
 
Once every month the Templar Corps International promotes a global online Conference with 
exclusive access to active members. Some of the most relevant current topics are discussed, 
with a special focus on the leading projects carried out across the world. There is an invited 
guest as keynote speaker and everyone has the opportunity to bring their own questions and 
comments to the Forum. 
 
 
JUNE 21, 2020 
 

“Impact of COVID19 on International Templar Events” 
Keynote Speaker: H.E. Luis de Matos, Executive Head of the Templar Corps International, 
Chancellor General of the OSMTHU 
Invited Speakers: Francesco Cavalli, Grand Prior of Colombia 
5pm CET | 11am EST | 8am PST 
 
The first semester of 2020 was characterized by the COVID19 Pandemic, with severe impact 
on everyone’s life – both personal and professionally. Confinement, travel restrictions, hotel 
closures and event cancellations, brought disruption to all international plans. How will the 
Templar world recover from this period? What events are on the balance and which ones were 
permanently cancelled? What international cooperation projects are on the line and which 
ones found its way to the digital world? How does 2020 and 2021 look like? 
 
 
 
 

 
Luis de Matos 

Executive Head of the Templar Corps International 
 

Luis de Matos is the International Chancellor of the Ordo Supremus Militaris Templi 
Hierosolimitani Universalis; in his civil life he works in Technology, with a special focus on 

Gaming and Digital Media, both as Senior Advisor and Director.  
 

 
Francesco Cavalli 

National Director of Colombia 
of the Templar Corps International 

 
Francesco Cavalli has served the Ordo Supremus Militaris Templi Hierosolimitani Universalis 

as Grand Prior of Colombia for the past decade; he is also a member of the Magisterial 
Council; in his civil life, he is President of the National Society of Evaluators and a Lawyer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

templarcorps.org 
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SCHEDULE 
 
1. Opening 

(10 minutes) 
> Presentation of speakers and a 5 minute introduction to the topic 
 
2. Context 

(10 minutes) 
> Keynote Speaker: Panoramic view of canceled world Templar events in 2020 
 
3. The OSMTHU Case 

(20 minutes / 10 per speaker) 
> Luis de Matos: Changes to the international calendar and to the way of work of the 
Magisterial Council 
> Francisco Cavalli: The International Cooperation Meeting for Latin America 2020, its initial 
date, its objective, its suspension, new form and date 
 
4. Templar non-stop work 

(20 minutes) 
> Luis de Matos: Online tools, historical studies and liturgical work 
> Francisco Cavalli: The Grand Priory of Colombia during COVID19 
 
5. Conclusion and Recomendations 

(5 minutes) 
> Luis de Matos 
 
6. Q&A Session 

(20 minutes) 
> Moderated by Luis de Matos 
(opened to speakers and participants) 
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SUMMARY 
 
 
Since February 2020 the OSMTHU branch of the Order anticipated that the COVID19 virus 
outbreak (back then not yet a pandemic) had the potential to affect the calendar of 
International Events prepared for the year. The following thirty days saw the rise of cases 
around the world that included a few European countries where the Order had plans for 
meetings, notably Italy and Spain. The 3rd. Templar Journey for Ecumenical Knowledge, an 
event where leaders of different religious and spiritual movements come together and share 
their thoughts on themes of Spiritual Chivalry, that is held annually in Lagos, Algarve, took 
place almost at the cut off date of February 28. 
 
By early March, fear was installed in the front pages of all major newspapers and all newscasts 
opened with the latest numbers. Cases were cropping up in many countries, almost all over 
Europe, a few already on the United States and South America. At this stage, governments 
were divided. Some wanted to close everything down to control the spread of the virus, 
others wanted to go for "herd immunity". The World Health Organization (WHO) gave mixed 
signals. For a while there was no consensus about the usage of masks, what type of masks 
were effective, how the virus could spread, how lethal it was, etc. 
 
Soon some countries started to impose confinement measures. These heavily affected the 
ability to travel and the temporal extension of the measures in most countries made it clear 
that there would be no international events before the Summer. At least. 
 
Air travel, hotels, restaurants and transportation in general, all indispensable services when 
planning international events, were suspended without alternative. 
 
Probably the first Templar related event that was severely affected was the traditional 
spontaneous gathering in remembrance of Jacques de Molay and the Templar Martyrs near 
Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris, France, the 16 of March. Every year a few hundred knights, 
dames from many groups and branches of the Order, along with anonymous members of the 
public, pay their homage to the fallen Grand Master. In 2020 only a few could attend. 
 
By the end of March uncertainty and fear had set in. For many, their employment was at stake, 
their daily life was totally disrupted and, for the most part, people were confined to their 
homes. All meetings and gatherings were suspended. Easter was just around the corner and 
all those Grand Priories, Bailiwicks and Commanderies that had celebrations planned had to 
cancel all events. 
 

 
(Commemorative plaque in Paris; this is  where the remembrance gathering takes place every year) 

https://templars.wordpress.com/2020/03/05/iii-jornadas-templarias-para-o-conhecimento-ecumenico-em-lagos/
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For the OSMTHU April starts with the cancelation of the long anticipated Easter retreat in 
Arraiolos, Portugal. The annual International Meeting of the Grand Priory of Croatia, in Zagreb, 
that unites a large number of Templars from the region, from Italy and the north of Europe in 
April was also cancelled. Finally, the upcoming International Pentecost celebration and 
Magisterial Council Meeting, due May 31st., was also suspended until further notice. In fact, as 
the virus spread around the world and confinement measures were tightened, it became clear 
that no meetings that would require extensive travels, would take place before the end of 
Summer. 
 

 
(Zagreb, April 2019) 

 
That fact left two other International events in the balance for a few weeks, until they also had 
to be suspended. One was the invitation to attend the Solstice Meeting of the Grand Priory of 
Serbia (OSMTH-Regency) in Belgrade, Serbia. Master Antonio Paris had confirmed his 
attendance with some of his Magisterial officers and a few cooperation efforts were being 
prepared in the context of the Templar Corps International launch. The other event had been 
in preparation for over a year by the OSMTHU's Grand Priories of Colombia and Bolivia. It was 
an International Congress for Cooperation in Cochabamba, Bolivia, with the aim of creating 
the groundwork to unite in cooperation some of the many scattered groups of the Order 
working in Latin America, somewhat distant and with few ties to the rest of the Templar world. 
 
ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS FOR COOPERATION IN SOUTH AMERICA 
 
Grand Prior Francesco Cavalli talked about the initial plans. He said that, for the Magisterial 
Council of the OSMTHU, South America is considered a region to which close attention should 
be given. Indeed the Council has two members (Francesco Cavalli from Colombia and 
Vincenzo Tuccillo from Bolívia) as advisors. The Global Forum will dedicate the October 
session to poverty in Latin America and a few initiatives and partnerships are now being 
prepared for 2021. 
 
Invitations to attend the Congress had been sent to Grand Priories in the region, some of them 
working individually and autonomously, others part of branches or groups that have been 
working together in the last few years. It was anticipated to have participants from Argentina, 
Chile, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay, Peru, Mexico and Costa Rica hosted by Bolivia and Colombia. 
 
For Cavalli, the impact of the Pandemic in the weak social fabric of most Latin American 
countries is still unknown. It's not just a health crisis. Unemployment and financial 
implications for families are expected. Cooperation between all groups if therefore, 
fundamental.  
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THE IMPACT ON TEMPLAR EVENTS 
 
 
Summing it up, in what the OSMTHU is concerned, this is how the first semester of 2020 
looked like: 
 

February Ecumenical Journey in Lagos, Algarve, Portugal    
March Magisterial Council Meeting in Madrid, Spain    
March Conference "701 years of the Order of Christ", Algarve, Portugal  
March Delegation to Jacques de Molay day, Paris, France    
April  Easter and Retreat, Arraiolos, Portugal     
April  International Meeting of the GP Croatia, Zagreb    
May  Pentecost celebration and adoubement ceremony, Arraiolos, Portugal  
May  Magisterial Council Meeting, Arraiolos, Portugal    
June  Visit to the GP of Serbia, Belgrade      
June  International Congress for Cooperation, Cochabamba, Bolivia   
 
 
The impact of the pandemic is quite evident and the list could be trebled in its extension by 
adding the disruption caused to, at least, all the other major groups and branches of the Order 
with whom the OSMTHU keeps close contact. Indeed, most of them suspended all 
programmed  International activities and, in many cases, local activities were also halted 
altogether. This includes Officer and Grand Officer regular meetings, managerial meetings 
(presentation and approval of yearly reports and accountancy, normally due in the second 
quarter), meetings of local structures and study groups, meetings of Bailiwicks and 
Commanderies, but also charity events and hands-on aid activities near the most needed.  
 
Despite all difficulties, in a few cases, Gran Priories re-focused and were able to organize 
COVID19 initiatives, such as the distribution and manufacturing of masks [eg. GP Argentina 
OSMTH] and food [eg. GP Slovenia OSMTH]. These are just two examples, but many more can 
be found. In general, Templars are ready to volunteer in the name of a good cause and in the 
help of those who suffer. These initiatives, however, tend to be local and uncoordinated 
efforts, limited in scope and time, fruit of the an unstoppable will to be of service in a crisis. It 
is suggested that better communication between volunteers and the ability to exchange 
ideas, skills, resources and people would result in a more sustainable work. 
 
The shift in focus from traditional Templar activities to a response to COVID19 - that by nature 
is limited - meant that for a larger portion of the Templar, human interaction came to a halt 
and real-world activity stopped without appeal. From a limited research (non-scientific, based 
on a simple online survey), by April 30 over 80% of International meetings for 2020 had been 
suspended without a new date or simply cancelled and over 90% of local structures 
(Bailiwicks and Commanderies) had no plans as to when activities would resume. Also, almost 
half (46%), didn't have plans to use online meeting tools, either because that hadn't been 
suggested by local or national leadership or because respondents didn't know how to use 
them. Finally, approximately 95% kept in touch with other brothers and sisters via Social 
Media only. 
 
Living the Templar ideal effectively in daily life requires continuity. Each branch of the Order 
is independent and free when it come to provide its members with study elements, food for 
meditation and the appropriate spiritual guidance to maintain the essence of Templarism 
alive. Human interaction is crucial and, at least for the purposes of transmitting Chivalry itself, 
irreplaceable. So, the absolute suspension of Templar activities without further plans may 
result in severe damage to the work that had been undertaken. It is far more difficult to bring 
back to active duty brothers and sisters that, for months, were prevented to attend meetings, 
socialize, go to festive dinners, participate in ceremonies and travel to meet other like minded 
souls, than it was to simply shut everything down. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://osmthargentina.org/
http://osmthargentina.org/
https://osmth-slovenija.si/activities-2/


The Templar Corps | templarcorps.org | secretary@templarcorps.org  (c) 2019-2020 Pelicantradition under license of Oficina Templi | 7 

 
 
 
There is a growing concern that disappointment settles in, that the lack of a calendar of 
activities for the foreseeable future will create a fall in the number of active members, 
bringing difficulties to running projects and causing some of the most active groups to 
effectively disband or find a very low attendance by early 2021 when it is conceivable that 
things may start to return to normal. All Templar leaders understand that Templar work 
requires dedication and time. Just like nature abundantly shows, some things take time to 
blossom and no garden grows to its full potential without a dedicated gardener. It's a long 
process of commitment, dedication and continuity. 
 
The damage caused by this suspension of continuity may be so severe that the Order will 
need a few years to recover. 
 
To that end, the Global Forum explored a few RECOMENDATIONS that can be adopted by 
Templar groups and organized branches of the Order. 
 
 
RECOMENDATIONS 
 
It is recommended that the impact of COVID19 is faced at three levels: 
 
1) ON CONTINUITY 
 
Keep the Calendar moving! 
 
It's very important to keep activities going. A substantial part of them may be conducted using 
online tools. A Calendar dotted with engaging online events is more effective than an empty 
Calendar and no plans until Spring 2021. 
 
A few examples from the OSMTHU. 
 
a) Elections 
 
The normal period established for the election of a new Master and Magisterial Council in our 
branch fell right on top of COVID19 confinement measures! We have information that other 
groups and national Grand Priories also had their own elections affected. Back in February we 
debated and approved an Electoral Procedure that would ensure that each step could be 
completed in full transparency and given ample time so that everyone would be included, 
extending the candidatures and voting period and having an external Auditor receiving the 
votes and declaring the result. All accreditation was made online and voting was completed 
by email to the Auditor. This way we made sure the Election took place and the present term 
of the Master and Magisterial Council was not extended without a mandate. 
 
b) Magisterial Council Meetings 
 
COVID19 forced the Magisterial Council to meet using the Zoom application. As early as April 
11 the Council was online, ready to take the challenge on. If it had any effect at all, it made 
everyone work harder. Every two to three weeks now the Council has met online when it 
normally would meet only every three months. A lot of decisions were made, plans were 
updated and every one of the Grand Officers kept in touch. 
 
c) II Conference on Spiritual Chivalry and Templarism 
 
For the second year the Conference will take place in the Templar Interpretation Center in Vila 
Nova da Barquinha (Almourol), Portugal. After the resounding success of the first edition in 
2019, the Conference is back to one of the most relevant Templar locations in Europe, home 
to a unique library and museum. It's likely that the Conference will have two different parts. 
First, with Portuguese historians and researchers in Barquinha, broadcast live, online; and a 
Second part with invited researchers for other countries, speaking online. For this edition, the 
audience will be also mixed: a limited number in the auditorium and a larger number via 
webcast tools. 
 

https://templars.wordpress.com/2020/04/11/magisterial-council-keeps-on-working/
https://templars.wordpress.com/2020/04/11/magisterial-council-keeps-on-working/
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d) International Congress for Cooperation in South America 
 
The Congress will take place online, with three Keynote Speakers and a few invited guests. 
Discussions on cooperation will take place in separated online rooms and at the end a 
declaration on cooperation will be issued. The tentative date is September 2020. The final 
date will be announced shortly. 
 

 
(OSMTHU Magisterial Council Meeting, April 11, 2020) 

 
It should also be added that the Grand Priories of Colombia, Bolivia and Portugal never ceased 
operations, having met online in the originally appointed dates and conducting all normal 
activities. These included the Pentecost Vigil, with an extensive instruction session about the 
theology and symbolics of the Paraclitus, including a prayer section. The only exception were 
activities of a liturgical nature, that will be resumed in the Fall. 
 
In summary, keeping continuity is a key element on the fight against the effects of COVID19 
in daily life. It helps keep the group together, with a purpose, motivated, working as usual. 
Having the Calendar dotted with initiatives brings structure and what to look for. The several 
projects are not suspended. Members get used to work from the online perspective expecting 
to resume the offline activity very soon. This is valid for national and international structures 
alike, for 8 to 10 participants as it is for 100. 
 
2) ON EDUCATION AND STUDY 
 
Many Templars will admit that, amidst all the activity around the year, there never seems to 
be enough time to study all of the subjects that complete a knight's instruction. History, 
Philosophy, Art and Theology are just a few subjects that are the basis of a solid Templar 
education. The Order has a very rich membership, comprising professors and researchers in all 
of these subjects. When a Grand Priory lacks the resources, they can always invite a priest, a 
chaplain, an historian or an heraldic specialist to take on a theme of Templar interest for 1h or 
so, online. It makes sense to take this opportunity to further Templar education. 
 
Example from the Templar Corps International - Academy 
 
TEMPLAR ORDER FOUNDATION COURSE 2020 
 
The is the most extensive and comprehensive study Course about the Templars available. It 
gives students an organized and thoroughly researched and documented vision of the 
subjects at hand. Divided in five Modules, over 12 weeks, it methodically addresses five 
fundamental pillars that organize the basic themes, allowing for a clear overview and 
understanding of the different aspects of the Order. 
 
The Course has two classes, one in English and one in Spanish. 
 
 



The Templar Corps | templarcorps.org | secretary@templarcorps.org  (c) 2019-2020 Pelicantradition under license of Oficina Templi | 9 

 
 
 
3) ON SERVICE TO OTHERS AND FOLLOWING NATIONAL AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
 
There is a natural inclination from Grand Priories and Commanderies to give information to its 
members about COVID19. That information becomes official and is stamped with the Order's 
symbols and identification. It is, therefore, advisable that it is true and accurate. 
 
The recommendation is to not spread false information, rumors, fake news or unproven 
statements. There are many people thriving on the Pandemic chaos. Adding to this fact, there 
are many unknown elements about the COVID19 virus, how it spreads, how it acts and how it 
affects different demographics. It doesn't seem so, but we are still in the early stages. Much 
more information and statistical evidence is needed to create more certainty and help to 
understand how to prevent and treat infections from the virus. The good news is that good 
scientific information is growing by the minute and we are closer and closer to a better 
intelligence on COVID19 and on possible effective treatments (in plural) and vaccines (in 
plural). 
 
It is important then, that national and local guidelines are strictly followed  despite the fact 
that they may vary with time. However variable the advice, health authorities provide the best 
and most accurate information at any given time. Templars should follow it and keep 
websites, social media and the general communication updated. They should avoid, at all 
costs, unproven treatments, spreading alarming news and unsubstantiated statements. 
 
It's by following local rules that the Templars can - and should - be of service. Those among us 
that already work on health services, paramedics, civil protection and other related 
professions, should help their Grand Priories and Commanderies structure and define aid 
projects and get involved. The social impact of the Pandemia may cause pressing needs in 
local communities that the Order should be prepared to help. Food, shelter and clean water 
are basic necessities. Projects that are directed to these issues should be supported. 
 
In times of need we should not forget that a true Knight doesn't hand out relief riding his 
horse (from the top down). The knight dismounts and lowers himself/herself to the same level 
of those he/she wishes to help. It is the "Ecce Homo". The moment where we all are at the 
same level of humility and humanity. Sometimes a kind word, a warm sincere look in our eyes 
and a smile (even behind a protective mask) make all the difference. 
 
 
 
 
FINAL WORD 
 
The Global Forum is an initiative of the Templar Corps International, the SERVICE 
organization that supports and asists the Order. The Corps makes no distinction between 
groups or branches and is only vested in the progress of Templar ideals. 
 
For that end, the Corps offers FREE technological advice to all Templar organizations that 
need some support to take their activities online. We can help to configure Zoom, Google 
Meetings, Windows Teams, Skype and many other tools (most of them absolutely free). Just 
feel free to send an email to info@templarcorps.org  
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